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Our School – Past, Present and Future
The origins of Holt Primary School can be traced to the mid-nineteenth century
when there were two schools in the town. Our infant building was first used in
1910 and the older children moved to our present building in 1928. We celebrated
the 80th Anniversary of our school opening in October 2008.
When Sheringham Secondary Modern School (as
it was known at that time) opened in the 1950’s,
our building was renamed Holt County Junior
School and was separated from the Infants by a
high fence. Fortunately, Mr Wiles, who was the
Head in 1965, amalgamated the two buildings
and pulled down the fence!
Since then,
various alterations and improvements have
taken place. We have eight classrooms in total,
three of which are in the smaller annex which
is joined to the school by a trellis walkway. We
have an activities hall, which is also used as a
dining area. Meals are cooked on site, not only
for our pupils but also for two neighbouring
schools and the Corpusty and Holt Children’s
Centre.
We have a very well stocked library which all our pupils make very good use of.
Our craft block has facilities for woodwork, cooking and clay. There are two hard
play areas and a large field – much work has been done to
landscape the field and there are belts of young trees and a
pond and a wild area. We have a vegetable garden in the
school grounds. The school has a larger playing field which
is out of the school grounds.
Our two playgrounds have climbing equipment for the pupils
to use for learning and safe play.
The school has facilities for disabled adults and pupils,
including ramped access to the infant building. Improved,
safer access to the school grounds from Valley Lane and
Norwich Road was completed recently.
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Our School’s Aims and Values


To provide a happy, stimulating and safe environment which encourages and
motivates each child.



To work in partnership with parents/carers and the wider community.



To teach a broad and balanced curriculum which aims to meet the needs of
each child and seeks to promote the highest standards in all areas.



To teach children to support and help each other.



To promote independence.



To encourage each child to make choices about a healthy lifestyle.

Enjoying and achieving
Pupils are taught mainly by their class teacher who has the major responsibility for
their well-being and learning in school. Within each class, the pupils work in a
variety of ways- individually, in small groups and as a whole class. The curriculum
is planned to interest and motivate pupils so that learning is exciting and
challenging. Pupils are regularly taken on visits to enhance and enrich the
curriculum. We have high expectations of our pupils with regard to their learning
and behaviour.

‘Evacuees’
making lunch with
their rations.

Science Visit to UEA
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We encourage parents to support learning at home by giving information about
what the pupils are learning at school and by giving pupils homework. The amount
and content of this is dependent on the age and ability of the pupil. We have a
Homework Handbook which offers clear guidelines for parents. We also offer pupils
the opportunity to join a lunchtime study group to do homework or research.
All children are different and don’t all learn at the same pace. If we feel a pupil is
having difficulty with learning, we talk about this with parents and decide on how
we are going to give them the support they need. This may involve working with
a teaching assistant, or asking for advice from an external agency such as the
School Psychological Service, Speech and Language Therapy or Learning Support.
The staff are experienced in working with pupils with a range of special and
additional needs and we are pleased with the progress they make in school.
We offer activities to pupils whom we consider to be gifted or talented in a
particular area of the curriculum: these have included visits to the Castle Museum
Art gallery, the UEA Science Exhibition as well as workshops with authors.
We celebrate success in achievements both in and out of school by awarding merit
prizes and badges, certificates and making special mentions in assemblies. We also
reward effort and good behaviour.
Being healthy
We have been awarded the Healthy Schools Award. Healthy lifestyles are
investigated during science and PSHE lessons, taking in areas such as smoking,
exercise and use of drugs and medicines. The school has chosen to buy a water
bottle for each pupil so that they have easy access to water during the day.
Our school is part of the School Food Trust and the school meals cooked on site
follow the government guidelines on nutritional standards and we encourage pupils
to bring healthy packed lunches.
Every class has two hours of timetabled PE each week,
which encompasses a range of activities.
Our vegetable garden flourished
during the summer term and we
hope that growing and tasting
our own produce will continue to
encourage healthy eating and an
interest in gardening.
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Making a positive contribution
We encourage the pupils to think of the school as a community where they all have
a part to play. The School Council has representatives from each junior class and
they take issues and suggestions back to their classes for discussion. The infant
pupils have a council forum where ideas are shared and discussed.
Pupils regularly take part in community
activities, such as designing logos or
posters for local events such as the Holt
Christmas Lights.
A project to design a stained glass window
for the Holt Country Park involved our
pupils working with local artist, Rosie
Glasgow. Pupils also made stained glass
windows for our school. These are in
place in the main corridor.

After school activities
In school we offer a large range of lunchtime and after school
clubs, such as, art, chess, knitting, French, gardening,
singing, outdoor learning and film club as well as sports,
including football, rugby, cricket, basketball, badminton,
running, netball and multi sports.
The school building and site is used by community groups
such as Tsunami Martial Arts.

Visits
We arrange many visits throughout the school year. We also offer residential trips
in year 4 and 6.

Horstead, Norfolk

Crowden, Derbyshire
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Admissions
Parents are able to register with us an early interest in their children attending our
school by phoning the office to give your child’s name, address and date of birth.
You are welcome to visit the school on our Open Day in October (the date is
advertised locally), although appointments to look round can be made at any time.
We try to make starting school as smooth as possible: children and their parents
are invited to afternoon sessions during the half term before admission and we
arrange an informal home visit. Children are invited to Sports Day or other school
occasions. We have regular contact with the local pre-school settings in the area.
We value the relationship between home
and school and appreciate that children
achieve more when we work together.
The Governors follow the County Admission
Policy which states that, by law, children
must start statutory education full time at
the beginning of the term following their
fifth birthday. All parents of children born
between 1st September 2014 and 31st
August 2015 must be offered a full time
place from September 2019.
Parents are entitled to defer their admission or request that their child attend on
a part time basis. However, the child must start school on a full time basis during
the academic year 2019/20 and no later than the beginning of the term after
their fifth birthday. The law allows parents to ask for their child to be admitted
but lets them delay the start date until later in the school year or to start on a
part time basis. The place is held and cannot be offered to another child.
However for a place to be held, admission can only be delayed within the
academic year.
Further information about admissions can be found on the Norfolk Admissions
Website at
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools/school-admissions
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Links with Parents
Parents are always welcome in school; if we can see you straight away we will, if
not, please make an appointment via the school office. There are many
opportunities for parents to become involved in school life, for example coming
into school to help children with reading, helping with school visits, or sharing their
enthusiasms and skills with our pupils.
We hold parent/teacher consultations during the Autumn and Spring terms when
parents can see and discuss their child's work. Written reports are distributed
during the Summer Term and parents have the opportunity to discuss them in July.
However, parents are welcome to make an appointment at any time during the
year if they have a concern about their child's progress.
Each class organises an assembly once a term to which parents and friends are
invited. Notice of school events and news are given in newsletters which are
printed every week.

School Transport
Transport to/from school by School Bus or Taxi is available for those pupils who
live outside the town, according to the Local Authority Transport Department’s
policy. Further information can be obtained by contacting the Transport
Department on 0344 800 8020 or NCC’s website;
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-and-college-transport

Transition to High School
Most of our pupils move on to Sheringham High School at the end of Year 6. We
have extremely strong links with Sheringham as they are part of our cluster group.
Transition projects and visits are arranged in the summer term. Some pupils move
to other local high schools, such as Fakenham or Reepham. Sheringham, Reepham
& Fakenham Highs Schools also have VI Form Colleges attached to them.

Website
Our website has a lot of further information and links which you may find useful
(www.holt.norfolk.sch.uk). Please ask in the office if we can be of further
assistance.
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Our School Day

Morning session
Juniors : 8.55 am - 12.15 pm, Infants : 8.55am—12.00
Afternoon session 1.00 pm - 3.00 pm
Children should arrive no earlier than 8.45 am when the doors are opened. We like
the school day to start promptly and it is important that children arrive on time.
On arrival, pupils go to their classrooms and get on with 'early work' or other
supervised activities. The bell goes at 8.55 am, signalling the official start of day.
Any pupil arriving after 9.15, without good reason is registered as an unauthorised
absence. During the morning session, there is a mid-morning break of 15 minutes.
Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 pupils have a short afternoon break.
Pupils in Years R, 1 & 2 receive a piece of fruit every morning as part of School
Fruit and Vegetable Scheme. Older pupils can bring fruit or vegetable snacks only
or buy milk and/or fruit from the school kitchen. Please ensure snack money is
brought into school in a named purse/envelope.

School Meals
Our school meals are cooked on the premises and we are fortunate to have a new
and well equipped kitchen. All meals comply with the latest Food Standards and
Mrs Spillett serves a choice of main meal and choice of dessert for £2.20 per day;
All children in the infants are now entitled to free school meals. For vegetarians a
vegetarian option can be prearranged, we also offer a ‘school lunch box’. Menus
for cooked meals are designed on a four week cycle and information is sent to
parents and displayed at school. The menu for the school lunch box is written daily
on the notice board outside the office and in the Infant building.
Pupils who do not wish to have a school meal may either go home or bring a packed
lunch. The pupils are supervised during the lunchtime by the mid-day supervisory
assistants.

Free school meals are provided for families with special circumstances. Please ask
in the office for further information.
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School dress

School uniform is strongly encouraged. Parents who decide
not to choose the uniform are requested to send their
children to school smartly dressed. Jeans are not permitted.
We discourage the wearing of trainers for lessons other than
PE or games. We also discourage the wearing of high-heeled
shoes or boots.

Winter
Girls: grey or navy blue skirt, pinafore dress
or trousers, white shirt,
navy blue jumper, cardigan or sweatshirt
Boys; grey or navy blue trousers, white shirt,
navy blue jumper, cardigan or sweatshirt

Summer
blue and white checked
dress
plain shorts and shirt

Sweatshirts with the school name and logo can be ordered direct from Tesco using
the following web address http://www.tesco.com/direct/ues/ . Jewellery (apart
from watches) is discouraged as we cannot be responsible for loss or accident. If
your child has pierced ears, please make sure that, for their own safety, they
only wear studs. We cannot allow pupils to do physical activities unless earrings
are removed. As staff cannot do this, please make sure your child can do this or
leave the earrings out on PE days.
If your child needs to bring money to school, please send it in a named purse.
Please make every effort to name all items of clothing,
lunchboxes etc., as valuable time can be wasted in sorting lost property.

Physical Education
1 pair of shorts.
1 tee shirt.
1 pair sports shoes or plimsolls (outdoors)
A track suit is advisable for outdoor games in winter
Spare pair of socks
An old shirt or overall is suitable for Art/Craft Activities.
We discourage the pupils from bringing personal property to school. Please send
PE kit in a reasonably sized named bag as we have limited cloakroom space.
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Friends of Holt School
The Friends Group is made up of parents and
staff. The group organises fund raising activities
to support the work of the school. Their events
and activities involve all pupils and their families.
Thanks to their efforts, the school has been able
to buy playground equipment, including outdoor
toys and the Tyre Park. The Friends have also
been actively involved in improving the school
grounds.
For more information on the work of the Friends,
please contact Mrs Whitmore in the school office.

Governors
Governors have a vital role in determining the direction and success of the school.
They work as a group and make decisions collectively. They represent different
groups of people who are a part of the school and its community





Parent governors
Local Authority governors
Staff governors
Community governors

The Full Governing Body meets regularly each half term and minutes from their
meetings are available in the front entrance to the school. During their meetings,
they monitor the impact of policies, oversee the use of the school’s budget, discuss
local issues and areas of the curriculum. They visit school regularly to observe
teaching and learning, accompany classes on visits and attend class assemblies.
Being a governor offers the opportunity to make a valuable contribution to the life
of the school and to work with a team of people who have the pupils’ best interests
at heart. Although being a governor takes time, it is rewarding and enjoyable.
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School Location and Contact Details
We welcome enquiries by telephone, email,
letter or in person.
Holt

Community Primary School
Norwich Road
Holt
Norfolk
NR25 6SG
Headteacher : Mr Simon Walters
Email :
Tel:
Fax:
Website :

office@holt.norfolk.sch.uk
01263 713107
01263 711039
www.holt.norfolk.sch.uk
All visitors should enter the school via the staff car park
and report to the School Office
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